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{> I$ DC DAI{CING?
Recentty released. ilance uiileo spreads rtrythm

througlr the Capiul for a gooil cause

byMaNor Mcfulu.rv

One of D.C. dance's greatest
strengths, accordingto the survey, is the
vast divenity ofthe city's dance commu-
nity, in terms of Glture genrg lwel of
adrievement and structure.

-The dub scme is very strong herq"
said Withers, who has been in the in-
dustry 40 yean. "Dancers are picking up
and sharing moves. I believe it inspires
some choreographen."

Outside ofthe dubs, anyone can still
tap into the diverse'dance in the D.C.,
just on an organized level. There are Sam-
ba, Mambo, Belly Dancing Salsa and
Scottish country dancing lessons avail-
able. Swing dancing which has become
popular in D.C., is also frequently taught
throughout the city. Through organiza-
tions like Washington Middle Eastern
Dance Association (WMEDA), the dance
enthusiast or even the curious can try a
number of Middle Eastem dance classes
and even experience the Ethnic Dance
Festival February 6, 2005. Classes usual-
ly cost between $ 10 and $ 15 per dass de-
pending on the place. You can also re-
serye a number of sessions for a bulk rate.

There are various non-profit organi-
zations, such as Joy of Motion Dance
CenteL DC Dance Collective which of-
fer adult and children's dance dasses. DC
Dance Collective in Washington offers
dance hip hop, jazz, Nrtcn, Middle East-
em, ballet, break dancing and tap class-

The faculty of Dance Place/DC
Wheel productions, a theatet school and
community resource program has been
recognized for its work in the commu-
nity. Classes offered here vary from be-
ginner, to workshops, to master lwel.

The Cultural Alliance of GreatWash-
ington is an organization that can pro-
vide anyone interested in arts activism.
The Cultural Alliance is dedicated to sus-
taining and increasing rei;ional leader-
ship,'appreciation, support and resources
for arts and culture, and it has a list of
local art councils, govemment officials,
funders and many other art advocacy
contents within the geater Washington
area.

D.C. Dances is part of a perpetual
national outreach movement and video
program series called America Dances.
America Dances is a grassroots dance and
performance progftlm series that'travels
across the nation presenting worlshops
and making presentations to diverse
communities. Similar programs have
taken place in NewYork and Pennsylva-
nia and have been highly successful in
bringingthe arts into diverse communi-

. ties and stimulating interest and support
from the business community, politi-
cians and key leaders in arts and enter-
tainment.

operatingwittr no paid suffat all.

To rally support McClellan took to
.the sueets with a George Washington
University student film crew and made
a five-minute music video complete
with tourists, street vendors and D.C.
residents, cameos from rCongress-
women Eleanor Holmes Norton and
touise Slaugfrter, National Endowment
for the Arts President Dana Gioia, Ron
Reagan and MaidaWithers, founder of
Maida Withers Dance Construction.

The Capitol building, the Wash-
ington Monument and the more local
crowd pleaser Ben's Chill Bowl are
backdrops for Salsa, hip hop and
ballet dancers.

McClellan said now thatthe video
is released, the fi.rll-time outreach be-
gins. She will be networking with fel-
low dancers to reach out to churdles,
schools and organizations and to im-
plement dance programs. She also
plans to distribute "D.C. Dances" to
Representatives on the Hill, Cultural
Tourism DC, media outlets and
sdrools. Her n,lo previous dance videos
shot in Philadelphia and NewYork City
are now shown in school libraries and
fi lm festival interm issions.

Robert Lynch, president and CEO
of Americans for the Arts, said one of
the big challenges today is reaching out
to the community and findingwala to
connect.

"Ittakes action. Ittakes advocacy. It
takes personal commitment," Lynch
said. "Dance programs are worth it.
They are worth it in schools."

Lynch said involving citizens on a
grassroots ler/el througlrlocal are coun-
cils, community organizations, drurdr-
es, etc., is essential for promoting
the arts today.
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rofessional dancen, seasoned
performers, instructors and
lovers of the arts joined re-
cently to celebrate the release
of 'D.C. Dances," an outreach

program packaged as a DVD, to pro-
mote dance and the ars in D.C. Denise
McClellan, founder of NewMoves, Inc,
a not-for-profit dance, performing arts
and educational organization bringrng
innovative projects to the public pro-
duced the video. As a native of D.C.,
McClellan said herprimarygoal was to
do a project that highlights local
talent and gets people excited about
dance in the city.

"Ifyou grow up in Washington you
spend your life around the Capital,"
McClellan said. "You have politics in
you. I have always gone to the Hill and
fought for funds for arts and for dance
in D.C."

One crrrrent issues onMcClellan's
agenda is beefing up funding for arts
education programs. In Washington it
is a federal mandate that arts be part of
the core cuniculum in sc-hools, which
means that an art dass is as important
as a science and math dass. Howevet
there has consistently been a lack of
funding for the arts, McClellan said.
And dance, whether oiganized in
schools or professional companies, of-
t€n seems to suffertheworstwhen the
arts suffu.

According to a surv€y done by the
Dance/USA in 2003 in conjuncti,on
with ttre Meye$ Cafritz and Fannie Mae
Formdations, duonic lack of finances
was the single necd most commonly
citedby all respondents and interviews
dudng tlre sunreraPJo(ess. Of the 170
daace companics sunr€ye4 113 were
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Start spreading the news: William Baldwin (center) had a heel of a time when he kicked up one (and then the other) to
"New York, New York" at the New York Dances gala in-where else?-New York City, Aligned in support were mem-
bers of New Moves, an educational and performing arts organization, and two of New York City's Bravest firefighters.
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Memben Participate in
'l).C. Dances'Video

NewMoves Inc. willpresentits new dance
music video,'D.C. Dances," to Congression-
al Memben and heads of arts and entertain-
ment industries in a private screening at the
Washington City Club at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday.

The five-minute video aims "to celebrate
Washinglon's culture and tourism through
dance and movement, and to promote dance
and the performing arts," said Denise Mc-
Clellan, founder of New Moves and the di-
rector and choreographer ofthe video. '

Guests at the screening will include the
co-chairs of the NationalArts Caucus, Rep.
Louise Slaughter (D-N.Y.) and Rep.
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.), McClellan
said. Slaughter and Shays also have cameos
in the video, she said.

Slaughter is the narrative voice throughout
the video, McClellan said. Shays talks about
how his mother and father met in the arts.

McClellan said her goal is to ''bring dance
to the community."

"My biggest criticism of the arts commu-
nity is that we're preaching to the choir," she
said. "We need to create projects and take
them to the community."

New Moves is a nonprofit dance, per-
forming arts and educational organization
that aims to bring innovative projects to the
public. 'D.C. Dances" is the organization's
latest creative, educational and promotional
outreach project.

The video includes footage from work-
shops, performances by local dance groups
andpeople on the sfreet "Davidktterman-
style," she said. The people in the video are
cheering for D.C. and the arts, she said.

McClellan said she always releases the
videos around the holidays. "Kids see the
video at the hotidays and take it home to
show theii families that they're in a music
video"'she said' 

tanna stein

(-.(n

z
!n

. l

- -L

ROffiffi
Monday, December 73, 2004

News and
personalities
in the Capitol
community

PAGE 33



Pennsylvania's "Newspapet of the Ye&r" !'G

AIffTI ff
S**fu rfi1ffi"26''2003

C e n t r e  D a i l Y  T i m e s

E$
Dance featured
'  T T  .  1

U:I I IAITISDUTg
. 1

Vloeo program
From CDT staff reports

FIARzuSBURG - In cele
bration of the performing
arts in Pennsylvania, New
Moves Inc., in collaboration
with the state House of Rep
resentatives Speaker's Of-
fice, is hosting a public recep
tion and a dance/music video
screening at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day in the East Wing of the
Capitol.

Denise McClellan, a State
College native, is the founder
and artistic director of New
Moves.

New Moves Inc., a non-
profit dance and movement
arts organization facilitated
the workshops that are
included in the video footage.
The video itself was techni-
cally produced by four film
majors at Penn State.

"Discovering the ever-
growing support for the arts,
plus the increased under-
standing of the vital role they
piay in our history, culture,
development and educational
process, thrills me," McClel-
lan said.

The screening and recep-
tion are open to the pubiic.

A 5
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Weeken&ffi
tideo p*n** A preview of the new
dance music video,'Pennsylvania
Dances," produced by State College
native Denise MceHhn, nowa
dancer/choreographer/producer in
NewYorlg wil be shown at7 pm.
Safirday at Ptayers NiG Club, 100
W. Colege Ave., Stat€ College.
Copies of the video u/ill be available
for a donation to benefitarb edue
tion and outreach through Nen'
Moves,Inc. Exteme inline sl€fer
Chris Eclwar_ds and guest speaker
State College Mayor BillWelch wrll
be in attendance. Call n7-Sm.
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l l f  i l l iam Baldrvin helped
UU l i f t  the spir i ts of Nerv

York's fircfighters - by doing
thc can can.

The actor.ioined in the high
kick with thc Broadrvay Rock-
ettes during a ftin lesson at the
l,andrnark on the Park church
near Central P:rrk.


